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Introduction 

Our intention is to inspire pupils’ curiosity to know more about the past. We strive to give children 

a coherent knowledge of Britain’s past and that of the wider world. We want children to not 

only understand the narrative of different points of History, but to also have the chronological 

understanding how History links and overlaps from the earliest times to present day. The History 

curriculum is implemented through a carefully planned and sequenced curriculum. Children will 

generally learn about three periods of History per year in a chronological order. Children gain a 

progressive understanding of three key strands; chronological understanding, knowledge & 

interpretation and historical enquiry. The impact of our History curriculum is that children are 

equipped with the skills to ask perceptive questions, think critically, weigh evidence and 

develop perspective and judgement. They understand the chronology of the History that they 

have studied and can explain their knowledge as a coherent narrative.  

 

Aims 

The aims of history are: 

• To instil in the children a curiosity and understanding of events, places and people in a 

variety of times and environments. 

• To develop an interest in the past and an appreciation of human achievements and 

aspirations 

• To understand the values of our society 

• To learn about the major issues and events in the history of our own country and of the 

world and how these events may have influenced one another 

• To develop a knowledge of chronology within which the children can organise their 

understanding of the past 

• To understand how the past was different from the present and that people of other 

times and places may have had different values and attitudes from ours 

• To understand the nature of evidence by emphasising the process of enquiry and by 

developing the range of skills required to interpret primary and secondary source 

materials 

• To distinguish between historical facts and the interpretation of those facts 

• To understand that events have a multiplicity of causes and that historical explanation is 

provisional, debatable and sometimes controversial 

 

 

 

 

National Curriculum Expectations 
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KS1 

Purpose of study  

A high-quality history education will help pupils gain a coherent knowledge and understanding 
of Britain’s past and that of the wider world. It should inspire pupils’ curiosity to know more about 

the past. Teaching should equip pupils to ask perceptive questions, think critically, weigh 
evidence, sift arguments, and develop perspective and judgement. History helps pupils to 

understand the complexity of people’s lives, the process of change, the diversity of societies 

and relationships between different groups, as well as their own identity and the challenges of 

their time.  

Aims  

The national curriculum for history aims to ensure that all pupils:  

• know and understand the history of these islands as a coherent, chronological narrative, 

from the earliest times to the present day: how people’s lives have shaped this nation 

and how Britain has influenced and been influenced by the wider world  

• know and understand significant aspects of the history of the wider world: the nature of 

ancient civilisations; the expansion and dissolution of empires; characteristic features of 

past non-European societies; achievements and follies of mankind  

• gain and deploy a historically grounded understanding of abstract terms such as 

‘empire’, ‘civilisation’, ‘parliament’ and ‘peasantry’  

• understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, cause and 

consequence, similarity, difference and significance, and use them to make 

connections, draw contrasts, analyse trends, frame historically-valid questions and 

create their own structured accounts, including written narratives and analyses  

•  understand the methods of historical enquiry, including how evidence is used rigorously 

to make historical claims, and discern how and why contrasting arguments and 

interpretations of the past have been constructed  

• gain historical perspective by placing their growing knowledge into different contexts, 

understanding the connections between local, regional, national and international 

history; between cultural, economic, military, political, religious and social history; and 

between short- and long-term timescales.  

Key stage 1  

Pupils should develop an awareness of the past, using common words and phrases 
relating to the passing of time. They should know where the people and events they 

study fit within a chronological framework and identify similarities and differences 

between ways of life in different periods. They should use a wide vocabulary of everyday 
historical terms. They should ask and answer questions, choosing and using parts of 

stories and other sources to show that they know and understand key features of events. 
They should understand some of the ways in which we find out about the past and 

identify different ways in which it is represented.  
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KS2 

Purpose of study  

A high-quality history education will help pupils gain a coherent knowledge and understanding 

of Britain’s past and that of the wider world. It should inspire pupils’ curiosity to know more about 

the past. Teaching should equip pupils to ask perceptive questions, think critically, weigh 

evidence, sift arguments, and develop perspective and judgement. History helps pupils to 

understand the complexity of people’s lives, the process of change, the diversity of societies 

and relationships between different groups, as well as their own identity and the challenges of 

their time.  

Aims  

The national curriculum for history aims to ensure that all pupils:  

•  know and understand the history of these islands as a coherent, chronological narrative, 

from the earliest times to the present day: how people’s lives have shaped this nation 

and how Britain has influenced and been influenced by the wider world  

• know and understand significant aspects of the history of the wider world: the nature of 

ancient civilisations; the expansion and dissolution of empires; characteristic features of 

past non-European societies; achievements and follies of mankind  

• gain and deploy a historically grounded understanding of abstract terms such as 

‘empire’, ‘civilisation’, ‘parliament’ and ‘peasantry’  

• understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, cause and 

consequence, similarity, difference and significance, and use them to make 

connections, draw contrasts, analyse trends, frame historically-valid questions and 

create their own structured accounts, including written narratives and analyses  

• understand the methods of historical enquiry, including how evidence is used rigorously 

to make historical claims, and discern how and why contrasting arguments and 

interpretations of the past have been constructed  

• gain historical perspective by placing their growing knowledge into different contexts, 

understanding the connections between local, regional, national and international 

history; between cultural, economic, military, political, religious and social history; and 

between short- and long-term timescales.  

Key stage 2  

Pupils should continue to develop a chronologically secure knowledge and understanding of 

British, local and world history, establishing clear narratives within and across the periods they 

study. They should note connections, contrasts and trends over time and develop the 

appropriate use of historical terms. They should regularly address and sometimes devise 

historically valid questions about change, cause, similarity and difference, and significance. 

They should construct informed responses that involve thoughtful selection and organisation of 

relevant historical information. They should understand how our knowledge of the past is 

constructed from a range of sources.  
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Teaching and Learning 

The school uses a variety of teaching and learning styles in history lessons. Our principal aim is to 

develop the children’s knowledge, skills and understanding in history and we use a variety of 

teaching and learning styles in our history lessons. We believe in whole-class teaching methods 

and combine these with enquiry-based research activities. We believe children learn best 

when: 

• They have access to, and are able to handle artefacts 

• They go on visits to museums and places of interest 

• They have access to secondary sources such as books and photographs 

• Visitors talk about personal experiences of the past 

• They listen to and interact with stories from the past 

• They undertake fieldwork by interviewing family and older friends about changes in their 

own and other people’s lives 

• They are shown, or use independently, resources from the internet and videos 

• They are able to use non-fiction books for research 

• They are provided with opportunities to work independently or collaboratively, to ask as 

well as answer historical questions. 

We recognise the fact that we have children of differing ability in all our classes, and so we 

provide suitable learning opportunities for all children by adapting the task to enable all 

children to achieve. We achieve this through a range of strategies which are differentiated by 

task, expected outcome and/or support from peers or adults. 

 

Assessment and Recording 

At Howard Park School assessment is an integral part of the teaching process. Assessment is 

used to inform planning and to facilitate differentiation. The assessment of children’s work is on-

going to ensure that understanding is being achieved and that progress is being made. 

Feedback is given to the children as soon as possible, and marking work will be guided by the 

school’s Marking Policy. 

 

Monitoring 

Monitoring takes place regularly through sampling children’s work, speaking with pupils and 

teacher planning, through a book scrutiny and lesson observations. 

 

Roles and Responsibilities 

The subject is led by J Newby and time is set aside to review standards and monitor curriculum 

provision and ensure training and resources are up to date. 

 

Resources 
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We have a wide range of text books and interactive boards to access the internet as a class. 
Visits are planned to enhance learning and give hands on activity. People with an interest, or 

expertise, in a particular topic or area of history could be invited into school to work with the 

children. These might be parents, grandparents, other family members, neighbours or 

representatives of the local community. 
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