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Meet the staff

Meet the staff who are 
always ready to help and are 
very much looking forward 

to working with your 
children in September.

Mrs. McPherson

EYFS Leader, 
Nursery Teacher, 

SENCO

Mrs. Snowden 
Reception Class 

Teacher

Mrs. Coles 
Reception 
Class ETA

Mrs. Bentley –
Nursery Nurse 
in Nursery



Mr Pickles and Eddie - Headteacher

During your time with us at Nursery you will get to know Mr Pickles our 
Headteacher and Mrs Mollett our Deputy Headteacher. 

Mr Pickles and Eddie the school dog often visit our Nursery and Reception 
classes. Eddie the dog loves to listen to children read. Mr Pickles also 

leads our celebration assembly on a Friday where there are weekly awards 
and Star of the Week.

Our Deputy Head Mrs. Mollett teaches in our Nursery class once a week, 
she is also our English subject leader. Mrs. Mollett is developing a 

beautiful new library in our school and she is very keen to encourage and 
grow a love of reading throughout Howard Park. 

Mrs. Mollett– Deputy Headteacher



Mrs. Farrell, Mrs. Hudson and Mrs. Ainsworth are our friendly School Office team 
and often serve as first point of contact for any queries or questions you may have. 

We share most of our communications online via ARBOR ParentMail app. Each week 
Mr Pickles sends out a newsletter via email to let you know what has been happening 

in school.  Nursery and Reception Class also send you a weekly newsletter (paper 
copy) every Friday so that you can find out what has been happening in class that 

week and ideas for how you can help at home.

Our school uses online cashless payments for any purchases such as lunch payments, 
school trips, wrap-around care, extra-curricular clubs held after school etc. 

Transactions are paid via Arbor. You will shortly receive an activation email to set 
up your Arbor account if you do not already have one. 

Mrs Hudson - School Administrator

The School Office

Mrs Farrell – School Business Manager

Mrs Ainsworth - School Administrator, Summers Hub Leader



Howard Park Foundation Stage 
Unit – Nursery and Reception 

(age 3 – 5 years)
• Nursery - equivalent of up to 26 children per 

session (AM and PM)     
• Reception class - 30 children attend full time  
• Nursery - AM session 8.30 - 11.30 a.m. 
• Nursery - PM session 12.30 - 3.30 p.m.

which equals 15 hours entitlement –
3 hrs daily/5 days p/wk

• 30 hours entitlement – 8.30 a.m. - 3.30 p.m. 
Mon – Fri which equals 6 hrs daily/5 days p/wk
with additional lunchtime 1 hr paid provision.



15 and 30 Hours Free Childcare

At our Nursery we are able to offer the 30 
hours within our current services as well as 
places for 15 hours of care and education 

during term-time only. If you haven’t 
already expressed your preference and 

checked the eligibility criteria and would 
like some more information about this then 

please do not hesitate to ask.



30 Hours Free 
Childcare

- Eligibility

• Both parents must be working 
- or the sole parent is working 
in a lone parent family

• Each parent earns, on average, 
a weekly minimum equivalent to 
16 hours at national minimum 
wage or national living wage

• Each parent must have an 
annual income of less than 
£100,000

• More information can be found 
on the GOV.UK website: 
https://childcare-

support.tax.service.gov.uk/p
ar/app/applynow

All 3 and 4 year olds are 
already entitled to 15 
hours of free early 
education. 
From September 2017 
there is an additional 15 
hours of free childcare 
available for families 
that meet the 
Government's eligibility 
criteria. The government 
has set the following 
eligibility criteria for 
children able to access 
30 hours of free 
childcare:

https://childcare-support.tax.service.gov.uk/par/app/applynow


What next?
• Once you have checked your eligibility you will receive an 

11 digit eligibility code.
• Your code is valid for a period between 3 and 5 months.
• You will need to re-confirm your eligibility before your 

code expires. HMRC will remind you to do this via text and 
email.

• Once a code has been re-confirmed all future validity 
periods will be exactly 3 months.

• The closing date for 30 Hour funding application for the 
Summer Term is 31.08.21. We strongly advise that you 
complete this before 21.07.21 in order for you to gain your 
code in time – School will be in contact with you around 
this date to check that we have your code.

• Please provide the school office with a copy of your 
confirmation e-mail and eligibility code -
hello@howardpark.co.uk



Arbor

• All school communications and payments will 
be processed  via the Arbor App. 

• You will be sent an email prior to your child’s 
admission to verify your details and enable 
the set up of your Arbor account. 

• School will use Arbor to communicate all 
correspondence with you via email throughout 
your child’s time in school so please ensure 
you check this regularly.



Wrap-around care
• Breakfast Club
Available from 
7.30 a.m. - 8.30 a.m. 

daily
Cost - *£4.50 per day

• After-School Club
Available from 
3.30 p.m. – 5.30 p.m. 

daily
Cost - *£9.00 per day

• Lunchtime
11.30 a.m. - 12.30 p.m. daily
Cost - £2.35 School Dinner per day
There will be a blanket charge of £3.00 per day per child attending 30 hour 

provision to cover staffing cover during the lunchtime period – this hour 
does not constitute part of the 6 hours provided of care and education 
your child will receive per day.

Sample menu available – subject to minor changes

*Cost per pupil of Nursery age only. Any monetary transactions will be paid via Arbor and your 
accounts will be set up for you prior to your child’s start to Nursery/School. Please confirm 
Breakfast and After –school clubs on a termly basis



Things to bring and keep at 
Nursery

• A suitable coat – we go outside in all 
weathers! 

• Wellington boots.
• Children need to bring a named water 

bottle with them every day.
• A bag of spare clothes, these can be kept 

on your child’s peg in the cloakroom.
• A small donation of up to 50p per week – so 

that we can provide baking activities etc. 
and a variety of healthy snacks for snack-
time.



Uniform

We recommend that children in Nursery can wear uniform as this 
helps to establish good routines for your child:
• Charcoal, grey or black tailored trousers/skirt/culottes/shorts.
• Black plain jogging bottoms/leggings for Nursery children for 

flexibility.
• Green gingham summer dress in the summer term.
• The school’s ‘badged’ round necked sweatshirt or cardigan in 

jade.
• Jade, navy or white polo shirt (badge is optional).
• Black shoes, black, white or grey socks/tights.

Uniform can be purchased from SportsFX in Cleckheaton town 
centre.

NB. Nursery children do not need a school Book Bag or a PE Kit.
Thank you for your commitment to improving standards within 

school.



Home Visits
Tuesday 7th September

Wednesday 8th September, 2021

Appointments available from 9.30 a.m. to 6.00p.m.

The Home Visit is really informal and lasts approximately 30 
minutes. Mrs. McPherson and Mrs. Bentley will visit your child at 

home (these visits can be carried out in the garden if 
parents/carers feel more comfortable with this) and ask a few 

questions about your child, and to meet your child in an 
environment where they feel secure. If you have any personal 

details that you need to discuss with staff e.g. if your child has 
any medical details we need to know about or special educational 
needs, the Home Visit will give us time to discuss this with you 

privately.



Visits to Nursery
Visits to Nursery will begin from

Thursday 9th September, 2021 for a period of up to 2 weeks.
The local education authority allows maintained settings like our school nursery 

up to three weeks at the beginning of the term to settle the new nursery 
children into our class. This gives us the opportunity to work with individual 
children and their families to ensure we can give your child the individual 

attention they need in those first few days as they get used to new routines, 
meeting the adults and making new friends etc. If your child needs extra visits 

beyond this three week period then please do not worry – we allow individual 
children to settle at their own pace. We will have at least booked your child’s 

first visit to nursery at the Home Visit, if anyone has any working commitments 
or other circumstances then please let a member of nursery staff know or 

contact us at school if your circumstances change and we will organise transition 
for your child accordingly. 

Each child’s transition can be carefully planned and tailored to suit individual needs, 
however our aim is for your child to be happy and settled and able to say ‘Goodbye’ 

to their parent/carer happily at the door at their subsequent visits to nursery 
(unfortunately owing to the recent circumstances we will not be able to invite 

parents/carers into the classroom with their child at drop-off and collection times 
as we normally would do therefore avoiding large groups of adults and children in the 

classroom). We do like to offer the opportunity for children to attend in smaller 
groups so the cohort might not be full during the first couple of weeks. Some 
parents will take up the option of fewer visits or shorter stays but that is not 

compulsory. We know that some children have been in a childcare setting already 
and will be quite confident with routines however we want to ensure that every child 
is able to separate from their parent/carer happily without too much upset. Please 
be reassured that our staff are very patient and are experienced in dealing with 

instances where children are upset at leaving their parent/carer and we will do our 
best to work with you to help your child to settle.



Your child’s first day at Nursery
• We will work with you to find the best way to settle your child into Nursery for 

example if your child needs a shorter visit or does not need to attend every day 
in the first instance of settling in. 

• On the first day of nursery please take your child to the Nursery classroom 
entrance. We ask Parents/Carers to say ‘Goodbye’ at the classroom door as we 
are not yet able to invite large number of adults into the classroom due to 
current restrictions relating to social distancing in place. If your child should 
become distressed please inform a member of staff to ensure they can comfort 
and support your child. Our staff team is very experienced in dealing with a 
variety of situations so please try not to worry. If your child is particularly 
upset, you can ring the school later in the day to check that they have settled in 
or a member of school staff will contact you to reassure you.   

• We encourage children to find their peg, which will be labelled with their name. 
This is where they will hang their coat and bag with their spare clothes. 
Encourage your child to take their own coat off. You could help your child by 
practising how to take his/her coat on and off before they come to Nursery. It 
is also helpful if you can spend some time showing them how to fasten zips and 
buttons so that they can become as independent as possible.

• It is very important that we know about any medical or emotional difficulties 
that your child may have. It is also important that you keep us informed about 
anything which happens at home which could affect your child’s behaviour or 
emotions e.g. bereavement, relationships breaking down, losing a pet etc. 

End of the Day
• At the end of the session/day you will be able to collect your child from the 

same place you dropped them off. Please be patient as we need to check each 
child is collected by the correct person and this can take time. It is crucial that 
we only release your child to those persons named. 



What’s in our cloakroom?
Our cloakroom is located in the 

entrance to our Nursery 
classroom. Your child will have 

their own peg each to hang 
their coat on. Staff will 

encourage and help your child 
to look for their name label so 

that they can hang up their 
coat and bag independently. 

Lunch boxes will also be stored 
just outside the nursery 

classroom on a trolley. If your 
child is bringing a packed lunch 
please ensure this is labelled 
clearly. Following our school 
heathy eating policy, we ask 

that packed lunches be a 
balance of healthy foods. 

Your child will need a coat 
everyday – you can help them to 
develop their independence skills 

so that they are able to fasten and 
unfasten independently. Depending 

on the weather, they may also 
require a hat, scarf and gloves or 

suncream and a sunhat. Wellies are 
a must due to nature of our 

outdoor play activities. It is also 
helpful that your child brings a bag 

of spare clothes that they can 
keep on their peg at Nursery in 

case they get wet or have a toilet 
accident. 

Please label all items clearly with 
your child’s name – particularly 
school jumpers and cardigans. 

Nursery starts promptly from 8.30 am 
and finishes at 11.30 a.m. for the 

morning session. 12.30 – 3.30 p.m. for 
the afternoon session and children 

attending full days at nursery will attend 
from 8.30 a.m. – 3.30 p.m. daily. 

If your child is ill or will be absent for a 
medical appointment etc. you will need to 

report their absence to the school 
office. 



Snack Time
We have healthy snacks each day 
and sometimes even make our own.

We offer snacks such 
as Toast, crackers, fruit 

malt loaf etc.  . 
We ask for a small 

donation/contribution of 
up to 50p per week from 

each child. 

A free piece of 
fruit  every day as 

part of the 
government ‘School 
Fruit and Vegetable 

Scheme’.

Milk is available

Milk is free for all 
children under the age 

of 5. If your child 
requires an alternative 

to cow’s milk e.g. 
soy/oat milk, goat’s 
milk you can provide 
this for your child.

Children are required to have a labelled water 
bottle in school at all times. 

Please ensure that your child is able to open and 
fasten up the lid securely once filled.

This is where we 
keep our water 

bottles and 
packed lunches.



What’s for lunch?
School meals are made freshly onsite by our friendly 

catering team. 
A school lunch for Nursery costs £2.35 per day.

There is a blanket charge of £3.00 per day per child 
attending Nursery for the full day (8.30 – 3.30 p.m.) to 
contribute to costs for the lunchtime supervision. The 

lunchtime hour is additional to the 6 hours of free early 
learning and childcare support your child receives as 

part of their entitlement. 

Nursery children eat their lunch in the dining room in the 
Children’s Play Space. 

We sit with our friends and have lots of adults supporting 
the children to help us cut our food or open packets up. 

There is a two week rota of delicious and favourite 
lunchtime menus. Each day, children have two choices of 
dishes. There is a vegetarian option every day. Sample 

menus are available.



Toilets
Nursery and Reception toilets are located inside the classroom. 

Children are allowed to go to the toilet at any time. They are also 
encouraged to visit the bathroom and regularly wash their hands at 

various times throughout the day. We also encourage the children to use 
hand sanitiser as they enter the classroom in the morning and after 

outdoor play activities.
If your child needs any help at the toilet and/or are not yet toilet 

trained please do not worry – our staff are here to help your child with 
their personal care needs.



Our Classrooms

Nursery

Reception



Outdoor classroom
• We love to play outdoors…
The Early Years playground is 
very exciting – we have lots of 

exciting areas to explore. 
The children are able to access 

the outdoor area for the 
majority of the Nursery day. 
Welly boots and a coat to suit 

the weather are an absolute must 
in our playground!



First Aid 

There is always someone on 
duty to look after us if we hurt 
ourselves when playing. We have 
staff that are first aid trained 

to help children. 

If your child has an accident a 
member of staff will record it 
in the first aid record book. 

Parents/carers will  receive a 
copy of this record sheet. 
School would of course be 
notify you immediately by 
telephone in the event of a 

more serious injury . 



Our approach

• Opportunities for play -
Individual, pair and group 
learning.

• A balance of opportunities 
for child and adult-led play.

• We use the EYFS Framework 
(DfE, 2021) to shape our 
curriculum offer

• We strongly believe in practical, 
playful, hands-on experiential 
learning opportunities.

• Topic/Themes based on 
children’s interests and wider 
influences from the world 
around them.

• Indoor and outdoor learning 
opportunities available 
throughout the whole 
session/day.



Areas of Learning

Prime Areas: these are 
important because they lay 
the foundations for 
children’s success in all other 
areas of learning and life

v Personal, Social and Emotional 
Development

v Communication and Language
v Physical Development Specific Areas: provide the 

range of experiences and 
opportunities for children to 
broaden their knowledge and 
skills

v Literacy
v Maths
v Understanding the World
v Expressive Arts and Design



How do we know your child’s 
capabilities?

• Observing children playing
• Talking and questioning 

whilst playing with your 
child in their chosen 
activities

• Small group activities
• Class/group discussions
• Communication with 

Parents/Carers
• Ongoing assessment and 

observation. We share key 
moments of learning with 
you via an online Learning 
Journal - Tapestry



Tapestry
What is Tapestry?
• We use a piece of educational software called ‘Tapestry’ –
Every child will have their own online individual learning journal.
• A secure online learning journal system
• Staff record children’s progress and activities by making observations 

of your child at play and taking photographs, video clips, uploading 
examples of mark-making/paintings/drawings etc. using tablet devices 
and PCs.

• Parents can view their own child’s learning journal with a secure login on 
their mobile devices, tablets, home computers etc. 

How does it work?
• Photographs, videos and observations of your child playing and learning 

are uploaded to Tapestry.
• It is accessed via the Android/iOS App or the Tapestry website.
• It enables you to comment on observations or add your own, so you can 

show us what your child is doing outside of school and Nursery e.g. 
weekend trips, exciting learning opportunities, a trip to the shops etc.

• Email notifications are sent to inform parents of new observations.
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Finally.......
• We have an open door policy! All 

parents are welcome to come with any 
concerns, questions or worries at 
anytime.

• Thank you for your time and we hope 
you have found this presentation 
useful.

• If you have any questions or queries 
then please do not hesitate to contact 
us at school via telephone or email.

Tel. 01274 864972
Email: office@howardpark.co.uk



Thank you and we look forward to 
working with you and your children very 

soon!
Thank you for taking the time to read this information. 

We hope you found it helpful and are excited about your 
start with us in September.

We are so looking forward to meeting you and cannot wait 
for your to join our Howard Park family. 


